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her to start her own organization, which is now 
called Monsoon Asians and Pacific Islanders 
in Solidarity. 

Mira’s non-profit organization provides direct 
services to victims and survivors of gender- 
based violence. She started her organization 
out of an office in Des Moines, and now has 
offices in Iowa City and Dubuque with roughly 
20 employees. Mira credits the success of the 
non-profit to the employees they’ve brought in. 
All of them are experts in their communities 
and are multilingual, creating a direct, acces-
sible experience to those who are seeking 
help. Not only does she credit her employees 
with the success they’ve had in Iowa, but she 
also highlights how their work has made it 
possible for the organization to grow to pro-
vide more services in a broader scale. Thanks 
to her employee’s hard work, along with fed-
eral funding, Mira was able to have their orga-
nization provide national assistance through 
National Asians Pacific Islanders Ending Sex-
ual Violence (NAPIESV). They grew their as-
sistance even further in 2019 as well, as her 
non-profit received funding for transnational 
work. Monsoon Asians and Pacific Islanders in 
Solidarity now serves victims in the Phil-
ippines, Indonesia, Micronesia, and Guam. 
The non-profit also works with the Alaya 
Women’s Center in the Philippines focusing on 
sex trade issues. 

Mira and her extraordinary team have built 
her non-profit organization from the community 
level to a global collaborative aimed at ad-
dressing some of the most heinous acts of vi-
olence imaginable. Their tremendous work na-
tionally and globally is honorable, and they are 
just as passionate about addressing these 
issues at the community level, along with 
broader issues in the Asian and Pacific Is-
lander community. 

Mira’s favorite aspect of her work is engag-
ing the Asian youth in our own communities. 
She teaches them to be confident and com-
fortable with their identity, and she encourages 
them to find ways to help others through advo-
cacy and non-profit organizations. She’s even 
more proud after seeing youth she’s worked 
with before grow up and do amazing things for 
their communities. 

Mira, her team, and the non-profit they’ve 
developed do so much to better our own com-
munities, and they work tirelessly every day to 
address the evilest acts committed around the 
globe. Mira’s journey on this path is one of in-
credible inspiration, and her organization has 
more planned for the future. In 2018, her orga-
nization was gifted a house that they have 
renovated and plan to use as a community 
health clinic focusing on mental health. The 
house would also serve as a community office 
meeting space, and Mira and her team have 
more plans for developing further community 
engagement resources. I am in awe of the 
work Mira and her team at Monsoon Asian 
and Pacific Islanders in Solidarity do every 
day, and I am very honored to name Mira 
Yusef as this week’s Iowan of the Week. 
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Mr. CORREA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Korean War Veteran Norio 
Uyematsu. 

Norio was born in Cupertino, California, the 
oldest of four children raised by parents 
Niroku and Shitsuyo Uyematsu, who immi-
grated to America from Hiroshima, Japan. 
Norio is a second-generation Japanese Amer-
ican, or Nisei, and he is now one of the few 
surviving Japanese American veterans who 
served in the Korean War. 

During World War II, when he was age 11, 
Norio’s family was imprisoned for three years 
in a Japanese American concentration camp 
in Heart Mountain, Wyoming. As they had no 
home to return to, the Uyematsu family relo-
cated to Brigham City, Utah, in 1945. He grad-
uated from Box Elder High School in Brigham 
City in 1948 and decided to enlist in the Army. 
He was only 17 and needed his parent’s ap-
proval. His father signed his enlistment form 
immediately, but his mother would not sign 
until a month before his 18th birthday. 

His service began January 3, 1949, when 
he went through basic and advanced training 
in Anti-Aircraft Artillery at Fort Bliss in El Paso, 
Texas. In April of 1950, his planned transfer to 
Okinawa, Japan, was abruptly changed with 
the invasion of North Korea into South Korea. 
Instead, he was transferred to Camp Drake in 
Japan and was assigned to guard Misawa Air 
Force Base in Northern Japan. 

In July of 1951, his unit was sent to Korea 
to guard Kimpo Air Base. Norio was then as-
signed to the 521st Military Intelligence Serv-
ice to interrogate prisoners of war. 

For his service, Norio, who achieved the 
rank of Corporal, was decorated with 10 med-
als. He was honorably discharged from the 
Army on July 27, 1952 and returned to Utah. 
From that day forward, Norio dedicated his life 
to remembering his fallen comrades and to 
keeping the Korean War veterans’ memories 
alive 

The Korean War, which began on June 25, 
1950 and concluded on July 27, 1953, be-
came known as the ‘‘Forgotten War.’’ But 
Norio never forgot that 33,600 American sol-
diers were killed in action fighting to prevent 
the North Korean Communist regime from tak-
ing over South Korea. 

Of the 33,600 men who lost their lives de-
fending South Korea, 247 of those soldiers 
were Japanese Americans. Because of their 
selfless sacrifice, the tide of communism on 
the Korean Peninsula was halted and liberty 
triumphed over tyranny. Today, the Republic 
of Korea is a free democracy because of the 
service of the 5,000 Japanese Americans and 
other honorable soldiers who fought in the Ko-
rean War. Now, a few months short of age 92, 
he is still working to make sure the sacrifices 
made by his fellow soldiers are remembered. 
To fulfill his mission, Norio has served as an 
active member in several veterans organiza-
tions: the Japanese American Korean War 
Veterans. the Korean War Veterans Associa-
tion, the Nisei Veterans Coordinating Council, 
the Disabled American Veterans Chapter 100, 
the American Legion, and the Japanese Amer-
ican Veterans Association, and the Kazuo 
Masuda VFW Memorial Post 3670, of which 
he was a three term commander. To continue 
his ties to his Utah roots, he is also a member 
of the Salt Lake Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League. 

Norio also continues his volunteer activism 
by supporting community projects and attend-
ing events, including the July 27, 2022 dedica-
tion of the Korean War Veterans Memorial 
‘‘Wall of Remembrance’’ in Washington, DC. 

Throughout his life, Norio was supported in 
his work by his wife of 63 years, Hanako Rose 
Fujikawa Uyematsu, also from Brigham City. 
They raised three boys, Michael, Ronald, and 
Thomas, who gave them eleven grand-chil-
dren and two great grandchildren. Rose 
passed away in 2020 at home in Anaheim, 
California. 

For many, Norio Uyematsu’s contributions to 
his community are not well known since he 
preferred to humbly work in the shadows. But 
his spirit of service will continue by the foun-
dation he set reminding others of what Korean 
War veterans did over 68 years ago to defend 
Democracy and Freedom. The people of 
America and the Republic of Korea will be for-
ever grateful. 
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Mr. GUTHRIE. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Ian Wilson, who was my legislative 
staffer, for his service to Kentucky’s Second 
District. 

The Acton, Massachusetts native first start-
ed working for Kentucky’s Second District as 
an intern in my D.C. Congressional office in 
the summer of 2018. The following year he re-
turned to Capitol Hill to intern for Congress-
man ADAM KINZINGER. In 2020, Ian graduated 
from the University of Massachusetts Amherst 
with degrees in political science and Middle 
Eastern studies. 

Ian returned to my D.C. congressional office 
as a staff assistant in January 2022. In this 
role, he gave constituent tours, managed the 
U.S. flag order service, and communicated 
with constituents on policy being debated in 
Congress. Ian’s team player attitude and 
strong work ethic made him a valuable mem-
ber of the team. He was promoted to legisla-
tive correspondent and used his strong grasp 
on policy to assist me in responding to con-
stituent inquiries quickly and thoroughly. I want 
to thank Ian for his work serving Kentucky’s 
Second District as an intern, staff assistant, 
and legislative correspondent, and I wish him 
the best in the next chapter of his career. 
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Mr. PANETTA. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life of Mr. Dennis Caprara, who 
passed away on April 12, 2021. The Salad 
Bowl of the World lost a key ingredient with 
the passing of Mr. Caprara, a revered industry 
leader and farmer in the Salinas Valley. In his 
74 years, Mr. Caprara contributed so much to 
our leading industry of agriculture and our fun-
damental identity in the Salinas Valley. 

A true local boy, Dennis grew up in 
Gonzales, California, where he grew fond of 
farming and grew to appreciate the hard work 
and sound judgment necessary to succeed in 
agriculture. Founding RC Farms and RC 
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